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This testimony grows from the conviction that God is present in every life.  It is essential to make certain that no oppressive assumptions or social structure interfere with the ability of God to find expression through each precious person.  This means:

1. Treating each person we meet equally.

2. Allowing each person a voice in meeting life and (by extension) in the larger body politic.

3. Ending social institutions that by their nature oppress or exploit others.

4. Becoming sensitive to the ways in which our possessions and lifestyle result in harm to others.

Early applications:            

· Hat honor (still enforced in courtrooms!)

· Honorifics in speech (e.g., plural address to superiors)

· Allowing women to take active role in church leadership (revolutionary at the time)

Later applications:              

· Slavery

· Women’s suffrage

· Concern about how some possessions & lifestyles exploit / harm others (John Woolman)

· Prison reform (extended to prison visitors, meetings in prisons, Restorative Justice movement, AVP (Alternatives to Violence Project), opposition to capital punishment)

Recent extensions:            

· Rights of disabled people

· Resistance against ageism: oppression & disenfranchisement of children & the elderly

· Sexual orientation (discrimination against LGBTQIA [lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer/questioning, intersex, and asexual/agender/aromantic])

Other possibilities:             

· Socialism (there is a Quaker Socialists organization in the United Kingdom.)

· Use of titles, degrees, current honorifics (e.g. “Your Honor”, “The Honorable...”)

· Rights of children

 Reflection Questions:
      What differences in empowerment do you perceive as persisting within the life of the meeting?  Of Yearly Meeting (the regional organization of Friends)?

      What is the impact of being a relatively affluent faith community in a city and a world with so many who are severely disenfranchised by their poverty?

      Do we live off the back of others?

      Is living a simpler lifestyle a witness to the surrounding society that furthers change?  A personal ethical act regardless of effectiveness?  A deceptive luxury for those working to effect change?

Faith & Practice: a book of Christian discipline.  (Philadelphia, PA: Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, 1997):  Extracts # 243-6, 249-50, 254, 268-69 (on pp. 159-67).  Also: pp. 75-6, 80. Queries # 6 & 7.  We will also run off several Woolman passages for this class.

Biblical roots: Eccles. 6:10-12, Amos 2:6-7 & 5:21-24, Isaiah 11:3-5, Luke 18: 18-30 (rich young ruler), Acts 2: 42-7, 4: 32-7 (on sharing of goods in the early church), Matt 5:6 (4th beatitude), Galatians 3:28, James 5:1-5.

Additional reading:  David Morse, Testimony: John Woolman on Today's Global Economy (Pendle Hill Pamphlet #356).

Mildred Binns Young, What Doth the Lord Require of Thee?  Pendle Hill Pamphlet #145, 1966. (available online).

John Woolman, A Plea for the Poor.  (appended to most editions of his Journal & reissued as Pendle Hill Pamphlet #357.) 

Severyn Bruyn, Testimonies & Economic Alternatives, Pendle Hill Pamphlet # 231, 1980 (also online).

Margaret Hope Bacon, ed. Lucretia Mott Speaking: Excerpts from the Sermons & Speeches of a Famous Nineteenth Century Quaker Minister & Reformer, Pendle Hill Pamphlet #234 (available online)
Margaret Hope Bacon, “Beyond Equal Rights: The Quaker Concern for the Rights of Women”, Chap. 9 in Friends Face the World.
Concerns, Leadings & Testimonies

http://www.pym.org/faith-and-practice/extracts-from-the-writings-of-friends/concerns-leadings-testimonies/
Equality-Community
243

How many… women or men have come to Quakerism for its historic and contemporary support of the equality of all persons is hard to judge.  The Quaker stress on individual responsibility and individual faithfulness makes it a demanding religious path.  Friends do not expect to become a mass movement in the foreseeable future….  [There is] a long parade of Quaker women who have acted on the basis of the Light, sure that more light will come.  It is a strengthening and liberating belief.  From Margaret Fell to Mary Fisher, Mary Dyer, Elizabeth Haddon, Susanna Morris, Charity Cook, Rebecca Jones, Angelina and Sara Grimke, Sarah Douglass, Abby Kelley Foster, Lucretia Mott, Elizabeth Comstock, Hannah Bean, Rhoda Coffin, Emma Malone, Susan B. Anthony, Ann Branson, Mary Meredith Hobbs, Sybil Jones, Hannah Whitall Smith, Alice Paul, Emily Green Balch, Kay Camp, Elise Boulding, Kara Cole, and Mary Ann Beall, the parade continues, bringing to each generation the same message, that in Christ there is neither male nor female, and in souls there is no sex.

Margaret Hope Bacon, 1986
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Friends recognize that much of the misunderstanding, fear, and hatred in the world stems from the common tendency to see national, religious, and racial groups as blocks, forgetting the varied and precious individuals who compose them.  Differences between individuals, and between groups, are to be prized as part of the variety of divine creation.  Every person should be free to cultivate his individual characteristics and his sense of belonging to a racial or cultural group as long as by so doing he does no violence to any one in the human family.  Only when differences are the basis for feelings of superiority do they become barriers of hate and fear.

Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, 1969

245

[A participant in a survey on the stewardship of wealth] saw a broader concern—the contrast between our pretensions to universal brother- and sisterhood and the embarrassing fact that we have signally failed to attract into membership the wealthy, the working class, ethnic minorities, and a lot of others.  There is a sad irony in our continually reaching out to fellow human beings in other countries when we have so conspicuously failed to establish communion with so many of our neighbors.  The critical question: do we really believe Jesus’ eye-of-the-needle metaphor about the rich?  If so, are we willing to accept its implications for Friends’ institutions?

Kingdon Swayne, 1985
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Love is a reciprocal relationship between independent personalities, each with rights and spheres of interest.  So it is with groups—a proper loving relationship between groups must be based on their rights to co-exist and influence matters in their own spheres of interest.  I do not see such group existence and group power as inconsistent with a loving relationship, but rather as the proper basis for such a relationship.

Our task then is not to oppose group differences or legitimate group power, i.e. power which does not place one group in a position of dominance or privilege with respect to another, but to welcome such diversity and reciprocity as the basis of creative dialogue in a spirit of love….

In order to be true to this goal, and to our own values as Quakers and Christians, we need to act in love, truth and responsibility, but also with frankness and radical strength of purpose.

A. Barrie Pittock, 1969
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Racism is one of the great evils of our times—as evil as war itself.  It is at the root of strife in our city ghettos and of the guerilla warfare that has plagued Latin America and other parts of the world.  John Woolman saw clearly that “The seeds of war have nourishment in the daily lives of men….”

The destructive nature of racism was made visible to the world when Hitler, acting on the theory of the inferiority of Jews and Eastern Europeans, invented Nazism—a system of segregation, exploitation, subjugation, and brutal physical atrocities which shocked the world.  War resulted.  Quaker pacifists rightly objected to our governments’ participation in the war.  But was our objection as firmly spoken to the underlying causes of the war? —to the glaring examples of racism as practiced in Nazi Germany; and to the insidious practices of racism in Asia, Africa, Latin America, the West Indies, and the United States—practices in which we all have shared.  It was these pervasive practices of racism everywhere that lent support to the Master Race theory of the Nazis and Fascists, and that led to the most destructive war in the long history of violence.

Barrington Dunbar, 1969
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Friends have always been especially sensitive to and questioning about the ways in which human beings relate to each other, in a continuing re-examination of their own inner and outer relationships.  This consistent component of Quakerism has resulted in the equally consistent and insistent habit Friends have of looking upon and treating all human beings as persons, regardless of age, color, economic status, religion, occupation, or gender.

Mary Calderone, 1989
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It is a matter of grave anxiety that torture and secret imprisonment are being used by many governments, anti-government groups, and others to extract information, to suppress criticism, and to intimidate opposition, so that throughout the world countless numbers of men and women and children are suffering inhuman treatment.  We believe in the worth of every individual as a child of God, and that no circumstances whatsoever can justify practices intended to break bodies, minds and spirits.

Both tortured and torturer are victims of the evil from which no human being is immune.  Friends, however, believe that the life and power of God are greater than evil, and in that life and power declare their opposition to all torture.  The Society calls on all its members, as well as those of all religious and other organisations, to create a force of public opinion which will oblige those responsible to dismantle everywhere the administrative apparatus which permits or encourages torture, and to observe effectively those international agreements under which its use is strictly forbidden.

Friends World Committee for Consultation, 1976
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As Quaker women become aware of the sexism in the society in which we live, and which they have for so long taken for granted as natural and normal, they are turning to their history to find out where they started and what has gone wrong, and they are joining together and preparing themselves to take their rightful place as sisters in the new movement (feminism), contributing their own unique gifts of spiritual sensitivity to a movement that needs spiritual dimensions.  They have caught the vision of the formation of a new society, once men and women alike escape the stereotyped roles of [gender]—a society where man need not prove his manhood by war and by acquisition, where he is free to be tender as women are free to be strong.  They will be ready, perhaps soon, to join hands and walk cheerfully over the land, answering that of God in everyone.

Margaret Hope Bacon, 1974
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We have been reminded vividly that women live under cultural, political, and economic oppression.  All humanity is lessened by it; we are unwilling to tolerate its perpetuation, and must continue to work for justice and peace in the world….

We hope that we will act as leaven in our local meetings, churches, and yearly meetings, so that Quaker women everywhere will be encouraged by our new understanding.  As we grow in solidarity with one another, enriched by how we express our faith, we will all be enabled to surmount the cultural, economic, and political barriers that prevent us from discerning and following the ways in which God leads us.  We honour the lives of our Quaker foremothers as patterns which help us recognise our own leadings.  Their commitment, dedication, and courage remain as worthy standards.  May our lives be used as theirs were to give leadership to women everywhere to be vehicles of the love of God.  We share a deep love for all creation, and cry with the pain of its desecration.  We must realise we are a part of the natural world and examine our lives in order to change those attitudes which lead to domination and exploitation.

Epistle, First International Theological Conference of Quaker Women, Woodbrooke, England, 1990

Living in the World

Throughout our history Friends have testified that our lives are not meant to conform to the ways of the world, but that we are meant to live in obedience to the Light of Truth within, and through this witness to contribute to the transformation of the world through the Light of Truth.

Let all nations hear the sound by word or writing.  Spare no place, spare no tongue nor pen, but be obedient to the Lord God; go through the world and be valiant for the truth upon earth; tread and trample all that is contrary under….  Be patterns, be examples in all countries, places, islands, nations, wherever you come, that your carriage and life may preach among all sorts of people, and to them.  Then you will come to walk cheerfully over the world, answering that of God in everyone; whereby in them you may be a blessing, and make the witness of God in them to bless you.
George Fox, 1656

Our testimonies are our guides as we seek to apply George Fox’s advice in a world that is beyond his imagining, yet offers myriad opportunities to be valiant for the truth.

Equality

We believe there is that of God in every person, and thus we believe in human equality before God.  Friends pioneered in recognizing the gifts and rights of women.  Women were ministers and leaders of the early meetings.  Friends came more slowly to recognize the evil of slavery and of discrimination in general, and have often been guilty of sharing the prejudices of the broader society.  In recent years, Friends have discovered and taken stands against other forms of discrimination and oppression to which they had earlier been insensitive.  An element of that insensitivity for some has been a failure to recognize the privileged status many American Friends enjoy.  As we continue to seek the Light, ingrained habits and attitudes are subject to searching reexamination.

Social Justice

Enunciation of the principle of equality among human beings in the sight of God is important and necessary, but it is not sufficient.  Realization of equality involves such matters as independence and control of one’s own life.  Therefore Friends aid the nonviolent efforts of the exploited to attain self-determination and social, political, and economic justice, and to change attitudes and practices formerly taken for granted.  Friends seek to bring to light structures, institutions, language, and thought processes which subtly support discrimination and exploitation.  Beyond their own Society, Friends promote Spirit-led, sense of the meeting decision-making as an instrument of equality.  And Friends continue to examine their own attitudes and practices to test whether they contribute as much as they might to social, political, and economic justice.

Friends work with groups that have been victimized by prejudice and exploitation.  Too often this work has been difficult because of resistance by the prejudiced and by the exploiters, even within the membership of the Religious Society of Friends.  The problem of prejudice is complicated by advantages that have come to some at the expense of others.  Exploitation impairs the human quality of the exploiter as well as of the exploited.

Criminal Justice

Many early Friends were victims of an arbitrary and unreasonable criminal justice system.  Knowledge of that experience has opened many later Friends to that of God in convicted persons.  Friends continue to undertake work in prisons, ministering to the spiritual and material needs of inmates.  Believing that the penal system often reflects structural and systemic injustice in our society, Friends seek alternatives.  Friends have acted out of the conviction that redemption and restorative justice, not retribution, are the right tasks of the criminal justice system.  We strongly oppose capital punishment.

Seeking to heal the wounds of criminal actions, Friends are called to many different kinds of service in the criminal justice system.  Prison visiting, victim support services, conflict resolution training for staff of correctional institutions and offenders, and work to abolish the penalty of death are typical of these services.  Such service is undertaken in order to restore the victim, the offender, and the community to the greatest extent possible.  The healing love, and the trust in divine leading that such disciplined service requires, can greatly assist the rebuilding of broken lives.

Right Sharing
Friends worldwide have accepted the idea that the testimony of equality in the economic realm implies a commitment to the right sharing of the world’s resources.  Friends in comfortable circumstances need to find practical expression of the testimony of simplicity in their earning and spending.  They must consider the meaning for their own lives of economic equality and simplicity, and what level of income is consonant with their conclusions.  They should consider likewise what portion of that income should be shared beyond the immediate family.  That decision entails balancing the social value of self-sufficiency against the social value of greater help for those more needy.  It also requires judgments about what expenditures are essential and what are discretionary, and about the values that will underlie discretionary expenditures.

6. Equality

How does our Meeting help to create and maintain a society whose institutions recognize and do away with the inequities rooted in patterns of prejudice and economic convenience?

Is our Meeting open to all regardless of race, ability, sexual orientation, or class?

What steps are we taking as a Meeting to assure that our Meeting and the committees and institutions under our care reflect our respect for all and are free from practices rooted in prejudice?

Do I examine myself for aspects of prejudice that may be buried, including beliefs that seem to justify biases based on race, gender, sexual orientation, disability, class, and feelings of inferiority or superiority?
What am I doing to help overcome the contemporary effects of past and present oppression?
Am I teaching my children, and do I show through my way of living, that love of God includes affirming the equality of people, treating others with dignity and respect, and seeking to recognize and address that of God within every person?
7. Social Responsibility and Witness

How does our Meeting work:

· to overcome social, legal, economic, and political injustices, locally and in the wider world?

· for the funding of community services that does not rely on gaming income?

Does our Meeting serve the community through action on concerns for civic improvement?  What actions are we taking to assure everyone equal access to education, health care, legal services, housing, and employment as well as equal opportunities in business and in the professions?

When a member has lifted up a concern, how does our Meeting respond?

Does our Meeting encourage those seeking clearness for their convictions of conscience to hold up such convictions with prayerful openness to the Light?

Am I mindful of how my lifestyle and my investments can contribute to the improvement of the human condition, or to the exploitation of others?
Am I open to seeking clearness on matters of conscience and to assisting others in doing so?  How do I respond and support one who acts out of a clear leading when I am under the weight of another?
What am I doing to work for the betterment of my community to assure the maintenance of effective public services which do not rely on funding from gaming?
Do I fulfill my civic responsibilities when they do not conflict with divine leadings?


Biblical Roots (http://bible.oremus.org/)
Ecclesiastes 6:10-12
10Whatever has come to be has already been named, and it is known what human beings are, and that they are not able to dispute with those who are stronger. 

11The more words, the more vanity, so how is one the better?  12For who knows what is good for mortals while they live the few days of their vain life, which they pass like a shadow?  For who can tell them what will be after them under the sun? 

Amos 2:6-7
6Thus says the Lord: For three transgressions of Israel, and for four, I will not revoke the punishment; because they sell the righteous for silver, and the needy for a pair of sandals— 7they who trample the head of the poor into the dust of the earth, and push the afflicted out of the way; father and son go in to the same girl, so that my holy name is profaned; 

Amos 5:21-24
21I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.  22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them; and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals I will not look upon.  23Take away from me the noise of your songs; I will not listen to the melody of your harps.  24But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an everflowing stream. 

Isaiah 11:3-5
3His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.  He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.  5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins.  6The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them.  7The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.  8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.  9They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 

Luke 18:18-30 (rich young ruler)
18A certain ruler asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 19Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good?  No one is good but God alone.  20You know the commandments: ‘You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; Honor your father and mother.’” 21He replied, “I have kept all these since my youth.” 22When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “There is still one thing lacking.  Sell all that you own and distribute the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” 23But when he heard this, he became sad; for he was very rich.  24Jesus looked at him and said, “How hard it is for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!  25Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 26Those who heard it said, “Then who can be saved?” 27He replied, “What is impossible for mortals is possible for God.” 28Then Peter said, “Look, we have left our homes and followed you.” 29And he said to them, “Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or wife or brothers or parents or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, 30who will not get back very much more in this age, and in the age to come eternal life.” 

Acts 2:42-47
42They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.  43Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles.  44All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need.  46Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having the goodwill of all the people.  And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 

Acts 4:32-37 (on sharing of goods in the early church)
32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common.  33With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all.  34There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold.  35They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.  36There was a Levite, a native of Cyprus, Joseph, to whom the apostles gave the name Barnabas (which means “son of encouragement”).  37He sold a field that belonged to him, then brought the money, and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 

Matthew 5:6 (4th beatitude)
6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.” 

Galatians 3:28
28There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 

James 5:1-5
Come now, you rich people, weep and wail for the miseries that are coming to you.  2Your riches have rotted, and your clothes are moth-eaten.  3Your gold and silver have rusted, and their rust will be evidence against you, and it will eat your flesh like fire.  You have laid up treasure for the last days.  4Listen!  The wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, cry out, and the cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts.  5You have lived on the earth in luxury and in pleasure; you have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter. 
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