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Week 6:  The Testimony on Earthcare (aka “Unity with Nature”)
This is the youngest of the widely agreed-upon testimonies.  Many Yearly Meetings have passed statements in recent years on this issue.  Many have added queries and other passages their disciplines.  Many Friends around the country have in the past couple of decades felt “deeply exercised” about this issue.

This represents an extension of our testimonies on peace and equality to other creatures besides humans and to the natural world in general.  It arises from a far-reaching re-evaluation of traditional theological assumptions that saw humans as being superior to and dominant over the rest of creation.  Grows from seeing humans as a small part of and our own future intimately intertwined with the entire planet and natural order.  The term “stewardship” is a fine traditional Christian term (and we humans have certainly been poor stewards of the earth!)  Many of the Quaker pioneers in this area preferred the term “unity with nature” in order to move away from the old concept that humans are above the rest of creation.

This new “testimony” is seen as involving both profound inward shifts in consciousness and spirituality and radical changes in personal and political behaviors, such as:

· Cutting back significantly on levels of consumption & energy use below what is considered “normal” in the USA

· Environmentally sound practices (recycling, cutting water use)

· Eating lower on the food chain

· Personal limits to family size

· Environmentally aware investing and purchasing.

 

Also involves heavy involvement in environmental organizations and political advocacy to affect local and national policies in areas such as:

· World population growth

· Increased support for public transportation, heavier taxation on fossil fuels

· Laws that make strong economic incentives for recycling (common in Western Europe)

· Protection of undeveloped wilderness areas

· Protection of oceans and marine mammals

· Laws to protect endangered species.

Reflection Questions on Stewardship of Creation: 

      What steps has your family taken to live in ways that protect the future of this planet and all its creatures?

      What has the meeting done to change its corporate practice (e.g. energy use, recycling, investing, etc.) in this area?

      Has the meeting carried out witness on this testimony to the surrounding community?  Could it?

      Do you see this testimony conflicting with our testimony of equality (e.g. in terms of conflicting priorities regarding development and social justice for the poor?)

Faith & Practice Extracts #263 & 265 (pp.165-6)   pp. 81.  Query #10 (on pg. 213)
Biblical roots: Gen. 1-2, Lev. 25:1-8, 11-12; 26:4-6, 34-35 (sabbath rest for the land), Psalms 24:1 & 104, Job 38-40, Matt 5:5, Rom 8:18-27. 

Additional reading:
· George Fox, Journal (Nickalls edition), p. 27 and 206 

· Ruth Lofgren, “Sharing Stewardship of Our Planet Earth”.  Chap. 11 in Friends Face the World.



263

Our gracious Creator cares and provides for all his creatures.  His tender mercies are over all his works; and, so far as his love influences our minds, so far we become interested in his workmanship and feel a desire to take hold of every opportunity to lessen the distresses of the afflicted and increase the happiness of the creation.  Here we have a prospect of one common interest from which our own is inseparable, that to turn all the treasures we possess into the channel of universal love becomes the business of our lives.

John Woolman, 1763

265

I … was early convinced in my mind that true religion consisted in an inward life, wherein the heart doth love and reverence God the Creator and learn to exercise true justice and goodness, not only toward all men but also toward the brute creatures; that as the mind was moved on an inward principle to love God as an invisible, incomprehensible being, on the same principle it was moved to love him in all his manifestations in the visible world; that as by his breath the flame of life was kindled in all animal and sensitive creatures, to say we love God as unseen and at the same time exercise cruelty toward the least creature moving by his life, or by life derived from him, was a contradiction in itself.

John Woolman, c. 1765



Walking Gently on the Earth
We recognize that the well-being of the earth is a fundamental spiritual concern.  From the beginning, it was through the wonders of nature that people saw God.  How we treat the earth and its creatures is a basic part of our relationship with God.  Our planet as a whole, not just the small parts of it in our immediate custody, requires our responsible attention.

As Friends become aware of the interconnectedness of all life on this planet and the devastation caused by neglect of any part of it, we have become more willing to extend our sense of community to encompass all living things.  We must now consider whether we should lay aside the belief that we humans are acting as stewards of the natural world, and instead view human actions as the major threat to the ecosystem.

Friends are indeed called to walk gently on the earth.  Wasteful and extravagant consumption is a major cause of destruction of the environment.  The right sharing of the world’s remaining resources requires that developed nations reduce their present levels of consumption so that people in underdeveloped nations can have more, and the earth’s life-sustaining systems can be restored.  The world cannot tolerate indefinitely the present rate of consumption by technologically developed nations.

Friends are called to become models and patterns of simple living and concern for the earth.  Some may find it difficult to change their accustomed lifestyle; others recognize the need and have begun to adopt ways of life which put the least strain on the world’s resources of clean air, water, soil, and energy.

A serious threat to the planet is the population explosion and consequent famine, war, and devastation.  Called on to make decisions to simplify our lives, we may find that the most difficult to accept will be limiting the number of children we have.

Voluntary simplicity in living and restraint in procreation hold the promise of ecological redemption and spiritual renewal.



10. Stewardship of the Environment

Is the Meeting concerned that human interaction with nature be responsible, guided by a reverence for life and a sense of the splendor of God’s continuing creation?

Are the decisions of the Meeting and its committees relating to the uses of property, goods, services, and energy made with sensitivity toward the environmental impact of those choices?

How does our Meeting learn about environmental concerns and then act in the community on its concerns?

How am I helping to develop a social, economic, and political system which will nurture an environment which sustains and enriches life for all?
Am I aware of the place of water, air, and soil in my life?  Do I consider with care the necessity of purchasing substances hazardous to the environment?  Do I act as a faithful steward of the environment in the use and disposal of such hazardous substances?
Do I choose with care the use of technology and devices that truly simplify and add quality to my life without adding an undue burden to essential resources?


Biblical roots: 

Gen. 1-2, Lev. 25:1-8, 11-12; 26:4-6, 34-35 (sabbath rest for the land), Psalms 24:1 & 104, Job 38-40, Matt 5:5, Rom 8:18-27. 
Genesis 1-2

Six Days of Creation and the Sabbath

1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters.  3Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light.  4And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness.  5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night.  And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

6 And God said, ‘Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.’ 7So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome.  And it was so.  8God called the dome Sky.  And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 

9 And God said, ‘Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.’ And it was so.  10God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas.  And God saw that it was good.  11Then God said, ‘Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.’ And it was so.  12The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it.  And God saw that it was good.  13And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 

14 And God said, ‘Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.’ And it was so.  16God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars.  17God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness.  And God saw that it was good.  19And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 

20 And God said, ‘Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.’ 21So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind.  And God saw that it was good.  22God blessed them, saying, ‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.’ 23And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 

24 And God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.’ And it was so.  25God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind.  And God saw that it was good. 

26 Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’ 
27 So God created humankind in his image,
   in the image of God he created them;
   male and female he created them.  
28God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.’ 29God said, ‘See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food.  30And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.’ And it was so.  31God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good.  And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

2Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude.  2And on the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done.  3So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation. 

4 These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.

Another Account of the Creation

In the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens, 5when no plant of the field was yet in the earth and no herb of the field had yet sprung up—for the Lord God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was no one to till the ground; 6but a stream would rise from the earth, and water the whole face of the ground— 7then the Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and the man became a living being.  8And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east; and there he put the man whom he had formed.  9Out of the ground the Lord God made to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

10 A river flows out of Eden to water the garden, and from there it divides and becomes four branches.  11The name of the first is Pishon; it is the one that flows around the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold; 12and the gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are there.  13The name of the second river is Gihon; it is the one that flows around the whole land of Cush.  14The name of the third river is Tigris, which flows east of Assyria.  And the fourth river is the Euphrates. 

15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it.  16And the Lord God commanded the man, ‘You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; 17but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.’ 

18 Then the Lord God said, ‘It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper as his partner.’ 19So out of the ground the Lord God formed every animal of the field and every bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name.  20The man gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but for the man there was not found a helper as his partner.  21So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh.  22And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man.  23Then the man said,
‘This at last is bone of my bones
   and flesh of my flesh;
this one shall be called Woman,
   for out of Man this one was taken.’ 
24Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become one flesh.  25And the man and his wife were both naked, and were not ashamed. 

Lev. 25:1-8, 11-12

The Sabbatical Year

25The Lord spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai, saying: 2Speak to the people of Israel and say to them: When you enter the land that I am giving you, the land shall observe a sabbath for the Lord.  3For six years you shall sow your field, and for six years you shall prune your vineyard, and gather in their yield; 4but in the seventh year there shall be a sabbath of complete rest for the land, a sabbath for the Lord: you shall not sow your field or prune your vineyard.  5You shall not reap the aftergrowth of your harvest or gather the grapes of your unpruned vine: it shall be a year of complete rest for the land.  6You may eat what the land yields during its sabbath—you, your male and female slaves, your hired and your bound labourers who live with you; 7for your livestock also, and for the wild animals in your land all its yield shall be for food. 

The Year of Jubilee

8 You shall count off seven weeks of years, seven times seven years, so that the period of seven weeks of years gives forty-nine years.  11That fiftieth year shall be a jubilee for you: you shall not sow, or reap the aftergrowth, or harvest the unpruned vines.  12For it is a jubilee; it shall be holy to you: you shall eat only what the field itself produces. 

Lev. 26:4-6, 34-35

4I will give you your rains in their season, and the land shall yield its produce, and the trees of the field shall yield their fruit.  5Your threshing shall overtake the vintage, and the vintage shall overtake the sowing; you shall eat your bread to the full, and live securely in your land.  6And I will grant peace in the land, and you shall lie down, and no one shall make you afraid; I will remove dangerous animals from the land, and no sword shall go through your land. 

34 Then the land shall enjoy its sabbath years as long as it lies desolate, while you are in the land of your enemies; then the land shall rest, and enjoy its sabbath years.  35As long as it lies desolate, it shall have the rest it did not have on your sabbaths when you were living on it. 

Psalm 24

Entrance into the Temple

Of David.  A Psalm.
1 The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it,
   the world, and those who live in it; 

Psalm 104

God the Creator and Provider


1 Bless the Lord, O my soul.
   O Lord my God, you are very great.
You are clothed with honour and majesty, 
2   wrapped in light as with a garment.
You stretch out the heavens like a tent, 
3   you set the beams of your chambers on the waters,
you make the clouds your chariot,
   you ride on the wings of the wind, 
4 you make the winds your messengers,
   fire and flame your ministers. 


5 You set the earth on its foundations,
   so that it shall never be shaken.  
6 You cover it with the deep as with a garment;
   the waters stood above the mountains.  
7 At your rebuke they flee;
   at the sound of your thunder they take to flight.  
8 They rose up to the mountains, ran down to the valleys
   to the place that you appointed for them.  
9 You set a boundary that they may not pass,
   so that they might not again cover the earth. 


10 You make springs gush forth in the valleys;
   they flow between the hills, 
11 giving drink to every wild animal;
   the wild asses quench their thirst.  
12 By the streams the birds of the air have their habitation;
   they sing among the branches.  
13 From your lofty abode you water the mountains;
   the earth is satisfied with the fruit of your work. 


14 You cause the grass to grow for the cattle,
   and plants for people to use,
to bring forth food from the earth, 
15   and wine to gladden the human heart,
oil to make the face shine,
   and bread to strengthen the human heart.  
16 The trees of the Lord are watered abundantly,
   the cedars of Lebanon that he planted.  
17 In them the birds build their nests;
   the stork has its home in the fir trees.  
18 The high mountains are for the wild goats;
   the rocks are a refuge for the coneys.  
19 You have made the moon to mark the seasons;
   the sun knows its time for setting.  
20 You make darkness, and it is night,
   when all the animals of the forest come creeping out.  
21 The young lions roar for their prey,
   seeking their food from God.  
22 When the sun rises, they withdraw
   and lie down in their dens.  
23 People go out to their work
   and to their labour until the evening. 


24 O Lord, how manifold are your works!
   In wisdom you have made them all;
   the earth is full of your creatures.  
25 Yonder is the sea, great and wide,
   creeping things innumerable are there,
   living things both small and great.  
26 There go the ships,
   and Leviathan that you formed to sport in it. 


27 These all look to you
   to give them their food in due season; 
28 when you give to them, they gather it up;
   when you open your hand, they are filled with good things.  
29 When you hide your face, they are dismayed;
   when you take away their breath, they die
   and return to their dust.  
30 When you send forth your spirit, they are created;
   and you renew the face of the ground. 


31 May the glory of the Lord endure for ever;
   may the Lord rejoice in his works— 
32 who looks on the earth and it trembles,
   who touches the mountains and they smoke.  
33 I will sing to the Lord as long as I live;
   I will sing praise to my God while I have being.  
34 May my meditation be pleasing to him,
   for I rejoice in the Lord.  
35 Let sinners be consumed from the earth,
   and let the wicked be no more.
Bless the Lord, O my soul.
Praise the Lord! 

Matthew 5:5

5 ‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.’ 

Romans 8:18-27

Future Glory

18 I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us.  19For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; 20for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God.  22We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labour pains until now; 23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies.  24For in hope we were saved.  Now hope that is seen is not hope.  For who hopes for what is seen?  25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words.  27And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.
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