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Friends believe that God continues to speak to us today.  This may lead us to hear new divine promptings and requirements of us as a Quaker movement.  Testimonies begin as the concerns of individual Friends.  These concerns grow into full-blown testimonies as they are gradually accepted as “divinely-ordered” by wider and wider corporate bodies of Friends.  Here are three examples of testimonies that gradually grew into widespread acceptance by Friends:

1. The application of the testimony on equality to the issue of slavery.

2. The extension of the peace testimony from personal non-participation in war to public stands against warmaking by secular governments.

3. The growing sense among Friends that the whole relationship between humanity and the natural world has deep spiritual implications.

If God continues to speak to us, people may also feel led away from positions that were once widely or even universally accepted among us.  Here are testimonies that were very important to early Friends but which are no longer widely supported:

1. Plain Speech.  Became obsolete because “you” is now used in addressing everyone.  Still relevant perhaps in other languages (such as French) that continue to use plural versus singular 2nd person usage to reflect differences of status (“vous” vs. “tu”).

2. Plain Dress.
3. Against Payment of Tithes. 

4. Names of Months & Days of the Week.  
5. Times & Seasons - Friends objected to popular holidays like Christmas and Easter in part due to association with pre-Christian pagan traditions and partly to affirm the holiness of every day.  Quaker schools and businesses used to be open on Christmas day.  

6. Instrumental Music & Choral Singing.  (Although many Friends are still ambivalent about choral singing during Meeting for Worship.)

7. Dancing.  When I was a child, folk dancing had to be called “folk games” when Lake Erie Yearly Meeting held its annual session at the Friends Boarding School in Barnesville, Ohio.

8. Plays - Associated by Puritans & early Friends with sexual promiscuity & “frivolity”.

Possible “New” Testimonies

1. Embodiment.  Is it possible for us to develop a new vision of “rightly ordered” sexuality beyond the traditional “it’s only ok if it’s inside heterosexual marriage”?  (See the books of James Nelson.)

2. Vegetarianism
3. TV & Video Games.  Some Quaker families refuse to have these in their homes.  Others try to place sharp limits on amount of time and quality of use.

4. Music - as being the birthright of all rather than just the “experts”

Reflection Questions:
· Are there issues of deep importance to meeting members not yet included in a “testimony”?  Are their issues that you sense Friends here would be very reluctant to look at?

· How do you feel a person is received when they bring deeply held concerns to the meeting around which there is not yet any clear corporate agreement?

· Are there other old assumptions & values that Friends are holding on to that God may be inviting us to let go of?

A free bonus: The Testimony on Community (Care for Others) 
This testimony is closely related to the testimony on equality but focuses more on caring about and caring for those who are suffering or in need.  It is interesting that in English the word “care” refers both to an emotion (having tender feelings towards another) and an act of help towards another (as in taking care of someone, caretaker, or healthcare).  Some biblical scholars have suggested that the 2nd beatitude (“Blessed are those who mourn”) focuses on the capacity to feel others’ pain while the 5th beatitude (“Blessed are the merciful”) focuses on those who are willing to take care in practical ways of others’ needs (see Matt. 5: 4 & 7).

The first couple of generations of Friends did not have a formal membership.  They were well aware, however, of who was part of their spiritual family and were deeply committed to “taking care of their own”. 

It was not difficult for later generations to extend the idea of care for those within the faith community to others who were suffering in the surrounding society, including:

· Slaves

· The mentally ill

· Prison inmates (including those facing execution or torture)

· The poor and chronically economically disadvantaged

· War refugees

· Victims of genocide

· People with AIDS, etc.

In previous centuries this concern led many Friends to individual efforts to provide relief to those in need.  During the past century Friends tended to focus increasingly on efforts to effect change in the social and economic systems that perpetuate suffering.  Groups like the Catholic Worker have emphasized the need to continue efforts to directly aid those who are suffering in our communities.

Reflection Questions:
1. How can we open our hearts more to others who are suffering?

2. When you see images of suffering on TV or in films, do you feel empowered to action or immobilized and overwhelmed by the pain you are watching and discouragement about the possibility of change?

3. Do you perceive your meeting as being a place where members feel accepted and cared about?

4. In the time of the early Church, it was said that non-Christians marveled at how Christians loved one another.  Do you think non-Friends perceive us this way?

5. Does the caring we experience within our faith community create a wall that interferes with caring towards those outside or does it spill over into love for those around our community?

Faith & Practice:  Extracts #241-2, 251-2, 256-9, 261-2 (pp. 159-65).  Parts of Query #6 on clearness process.  See also readings for Week #1.
Biblical roots: Matt 5:4, 7 (2nd & 5th beatitudes), Matt. 5: 13-48, 9:17. 25: 31-46 (the “works of mercy”), Acts 2: 42-7, 4: 32-7, 6:1-7, 11:29-30, 1 John 4:7-21 (you can’t love God without loving your brothers), Rev. 21:5.
Additional readings:  

· Howard Brinton, Friends for 300 Years, pp.  126-9, 170-4.

· Parker Palmer, A Place Called Community, PH Pamphlet #212, 1977 (online)


Equality-Community

241

Dear Friends, With my love to you all, in God’s holy peaceable Truth, and my desires are that you may all be kept careful of God's glory.  Now in your settling of plantations and provinces, and especially in woody countries, you may have many trials and troubles, but if you keep in the wisdom of God, that will keep you both gentle, and kind, and easy to be entreated one of another, and that will preserve you out of heats, or extremes, or passions.
And I desire that you may be very kind and courteous to all in necessity, in the love of God; for there are many people [going] over to your countries, some poor and some rich; and so, many eyes are upon you.  And therefore my desire is that you may all be careful in the love of God, and in his truth and righteousness, as the family of God, and be careful and tender to all your servants in all respects.
And dear Friends, I desire that you would send over an account by the next ship how many meetings you have and let us know how Truth spreads and pros​pers amongst you; which you would do well to write every year, to the Yearly Meeting at London.
George Fox, 1682
242

We know ourselves as individuals but only because we live in community.  Love, trust, fellowship, selflessness are all mediated to us through our interdependence.  Just as we could not live physically without each other, we can​not live spiritually in isolation.  We are individually free but also communally bound.  We cannot act without affecting others and others cannot act without affecting us.  We know ourselves as we are reflected in the faces, action and atti​tudes of each other.

Janet Scott, 1980

251

We are much concerned about the whole content of human relationship, about the meaning of “Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself” in the full range and depth of its implications.  Loving does not merely mean doing good works; it goes further than feeding the hungry and clothing the naked.  It means warmth and intimacy, open-heartedness and overwhelming generosity of hand and spirit.  It means a desire to know and a courageous willingness to be known.  Loving implies commitment to the other person, involvement in that person’s life, whatever it may cost in suffering, whether that suffering comes through being repudiated or through identification and sharing.

The life of society desperately needs this warmth of giving and receiving.  Everywhere we see sociability without commitment or intimacy, and especially in our towns, intense isolation and loneliness.  We see human energy that should be creative and loving deflected into activities that are coldly power-seeking; we see love inhibited, frustrated, or denied, turning into its opposite—into ruthlessness and aggression.

Quaker Home Service, London Yearly Meeting, 1961

252

Care of the children of the meeting should be the responsibili​ty of every Friend.  Let us share with our children a sense of adventure, of won​der, and of trust and let them know that, in facing the mysteries of life, they are surrounded by love.  Both parents and meetings need to guard against letting other commitments deprive children of the time and attention they need.  Friends are advised to seek for children the full development of God’s gifts, which is true education.

Revised Faith and Practice, New England Yearly Meeting, 1985

256

The spirituality that is real to us finds its inner strength in the mystical experience of connectedness with each other and with the whole of creation.  This is the deep, still, and vibrant centre that transcends time.  From that dynamic place it is possible to turn outwards and work in one's own available and chosen action spaces to help make manifest the harmony that is already known.

Jillian Wychel and David James, 1991

257

Our life is love, and peace, and tenderness; and bearing one with another, and forgiving one another, and not laying accusations one against another but praying one for another, and helping one another up with a tender hand.

Isaac Penington, 1667
258

Surely, one of the most moving days in my worship group was the day after we’d had a particularly Western-style argument that hadn’t gotten us any place.  After the argument the leader asked, “How would Friends like to structure this tomorrow?  “In a touchingly quiet voice, a Kenyan woman said, “I would like an evangelical...”  The next day, we sang several hymns together, picking out unfamiliar tunes tentatively, hearing each other's voices, as we tried to blend ourselves into something that sounded like music.  Then we took turns reading the Book of James in our different voices, different accents, and different languages

As we read those remarkable and moving words, a magical thing happened that I hadn’t experienced for many years.  It had something to do with people reading the Bible together, the way those timeless words can take us outside ourselves and center us on what really counts.  Somewhere along in there, we also began to hear each other in different ways, as we laid aside our opinions and really listened.

Melissa Kay Elliott, 1991

259

Are we too fearful of those with ideas different from our own?  In one Meeting, the issue of whether or not to offer sanctuary to a refugee is a sword that divides people.  Or our relationships may be severed due to differences in the way w/e interpret the Spirit guiding us or how we refer to God, whether in masculine or inclusive imagery.  Quaker men and women who see military service as an integral and necessary part of American life are often branded as “strangers” in their Quaker community.  Whether we define the Society of Friends in an inclusive or exclusive way will, in large measure, determine whether we grow, spiritually as well as numerically.

Nancy Alexander, 1987

261

If we take seriously the nurture of our children in the worship​ing group, we must start by re-appraising the whole life of the group.  What kind of communication exists between us all?  Do we know one another as people shar​ing joys and sorrows?

Do we have enough confidence in each other to know that our problems as well as our convictions and uncertainties can be shared with understanding?  How is the child and the stranger received amongst us?  Do we see our young people as individuals we want to know and care for and do we provide opportunities when they can get to know and care for us?  Are they encouraged to feel that they have much to give us, that we value them and are the poorer without the insights and questioning they provide?  Are we across all the ages a community learning together?  Do we consciously look for experiences which can be shared by the whole community?  Children and young people need their own peer groups but are encouragingly appreciative of the whole group sharing when they feel an inte​gral part of it and can share in situations which deepen relationships and form lasting friendships.  Part of that sharing is learning to know of our past as Quakers, our Christian roots, but even more necessary is the sharing of what we as Quakers believe today and how this should be shaping our lives both individ​ually and corporately.

Peggy McGeoghegan, 1976

262

The roots of war can be taken away from all our lives, as they were long ago in Francis of Assisi and John Woolman.  Day by day let us seek out and remove every seed of hatred and greed, of resentment and of grudging, in our own selves and in the social structure about us.  Christ's way of freedom replaces slavish obedience by fellowship.  Instead of an external compulsion He gives an inward authority.  Instead of self-seeking, we must put sacrifice; instead of domi​nation, co-operation.  Fear and suspicion must give place to trust and the spirit of understanding.  Thus shall we more and more become friends to all... and our lives will be filled with the joy which true friendship never fails to bring.  Surely this is the way in which Christ calls us to overcome the barriers of race and class and thus to make of all humanity a society of friends.

All Friends Conference, London, Devonshire House, 1920



Equality
How does our Meeting help to create and maintain a society whose institutions recognize and do away with the inequities rooted in patterns of prejudice and economic convenience?
Is our Meeting open to all regardless of race, ability, sexual orientation, or class?
What steps are we taking as a Meeting to assure that our Meeting and the committees and institutions under our care reflect our respect for all and are free from practices rooted in prejudice?
Do I examine myself for aspects of prejudice that may be buried, including beliefs that seem to justify biases based on race, gender, sexual orientation, disability, class, and feelings of inferiority or superiority?
What am I doing to help overcome the contemporary effects of past and present oppression?
Am I teaching my children, and do I show through my way of living, that love of God includes affirming the equality of people, treating others with dignity and respect, and seeking to recognize and address that of God within every person?


Biblical roots:
Matt. 5:4, 7 (2nd & 5th beatitudes)
4 ‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

7 ‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

Matt. 5:13-48
Salt and Light

13 ‘You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored?  It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 

14 ‘You are the light of the world.  A city built on a hill cannot be hidden.  15No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house.  16In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 

The Law and the Prophets

17 ‘Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfil.  18For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished.  19Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  20For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 

Concerning Anger

21 ‘You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, “You shall not murder”; and “whoever murders shall be liable to judgement.” 22But I say to you that if you are angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgement; and if you insult a brother or sister, you will be liable to the council; and if you say, “You fool”, you will be liable to the hell of fire. 23So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother or sister has something against you, 24leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift.  25Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are on the way to court with him, or your accuser may hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you will be thrown into prison.  26Truly I tell you, you will never get out until you have paid the last penny. 

Concerning Adultery

27 ‘You have heard that it was said, “You shall not commit adultery.”  28But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to be thrown into hell.  30And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to go into hell. 

Concerning Divorce

31 ‘It was also said, “Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.”  32But I say to you that anyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of unchastity, causes her to commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 

Concerning Oaths

33 ‘Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, “You shall not swear falsely, but carry out the vows you have made to the Lord.” 34But I say to you, Do not swear at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black.  37Let your word be “Yes, Yes” or “No, No”; anything more than this comes from the evil one. 

Concerning Retaliation

38 ‘You have heard that it was said, “An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.” 39But I say to you, Do not resist an evildoer.  But if anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other also; 40and if anyone wants to sue you and take your coat, give your cloak as well; 41and if anyone forces you to go one mile, go also the second mile.  42Give to everyone who begs from you, and do not refuse anyone who wants to borrow from you. 

Love for Enemies

43 ‘You have heard that it was said, “You shall love your neighbour and hate your enemy.” 44But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45so that you may be children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. 46For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have?  Do not even the tax-collectors do the same?  47And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than others?  Do not even the Gentiles do the same?  48Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.  

Matt. 9:17

17Neither is new wine put into old wineskins; otherwise, the skins burst, and the wine is spilled, and the skins are destroyed; but new wine is put into fresh wineskins, and so both are preserved.’

Matt. 25:31-46 (the “works of mercy”)

The Judgement of the Nations

31 ‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory.  32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left.  34Then the king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” 37Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing?  39And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?” 40And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” 41Then he will say to those at his left hand, “You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.” 44Then they also will answer, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?” 45Then he will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.” 46And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.’

Acts 2:42-47

42They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 

Life among the Believers

43 Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles.  44All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need.  46Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having the goodwill of all the people.  And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 

Acts 4:32-37

The Believers Share Their Possessions

32 Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common.  33With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all.  34There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold.  35They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.  36There was a Levite, a native of Cyprus, Joseph, to whom the apostles gave the name Barnabas (which means ‘son of encouragement’).  37He sold a field that belonged to him, then brought the money, and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 

Acts 6:1-7

Seven Chosen to Serve

6Now during those days, when the disciples were increasing in number, the Hellenists complained against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution of food.  2And the twelve called together the whole community of the disciples and said, ‘It is not right that we should neglect the word of God in order to wait at tables.  3Therefore, friends, select from among yourselves seven men of good standing, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint to this task, 4while we, for our part, will devote ourselves to prayer and to serving the word.’ 5What they said pleased the whole community, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, together with Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. 6They had these men stand before the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them. 

7 The word of God continued to spread; the number of the disciples increased greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith. 

Acts 11:29-30

29The disciples determined that according to their ability, each would send relief to the believers living in Judea; 30this they did, sending it to the elders by Barnabas and Saul.

1 John 4:7-21 (you can’t love God without loving your brothers)
God Is Love

7 Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.  8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love.  9God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him.  10In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another.  12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 

13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.  14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Saviour of the world.  15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God.  16So we have known and believe the love that God has for us.

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them.  17Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgement, because as he is, so are we in this world.  18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love.  19We love because he first loved us.  20Those who say, ‘I love God’, and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen.  21The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 

Rev. 21:5
5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am making all things new.’ Also he said, ‘Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.’
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