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Rationale for the peace testimony:
· Initially “We do not fight with outward weapons.” (cf. rejection of outward sacraments).  
· Separation from the world & its struggles.   “My kingdom is not of this world”.  “I’m not that kind of Messiah.”  
· Fox also alludes to “James doctrine” (James 4) attributing “lust” (greed) as a cause of war.  
· Woolman extends this idea to focus on the seeds of war in possessions and lifestyles.

Later religious justifications:

· Admonitions of Jesus (“Turn the other cheek... Love those who hate you.”)

· Killing violates “that of God in every one.” (John Gallery suggests that the spiritual root of the peace testimony is God in ourselves rather than in the others.)

Political reasons: 

· Wastefulness of military spending

· Insidious effects of hatred begetting hatred & violence begetting violence 

· Importance of developing international understanding and institutions

Evolution of focus: 
· Testimony was originally limited to personal non-participation in military & violence

· First publicly articulated in 1660 to avoid confusion with the Fifth Monarchy Insurrection.

· (How do you feel about Fox attributing the death or illness of some of those who persecuted him as being evidence of God’s punishment?)

· After Friends withdrew from public government (in Pennsylvania due to conflicts regarding the French & Indian War), Friends generally expressed neutrality toward governmental decisions, similar to Amish position today.

John Woolman: Extended Fox’s ideas from James 4 on greed as a root of violence to the “seeds of war” in personal possessions & lifestyle.  He also questioned paying taxes for war (similar to refusing tithes).
20th century extensions of peace testimony:  
· “Political peacemaking” - organizing opposition to government war policies (including conscription)

· The movement to abolish capital punishment

· Conflict resolution work in communities 

· Alternatives to Violence Project.  Started by Quakers, especially in prisons - holistic personal change

· Vegetarianism.   An extension of peace testimony, Right Sharing of World Resources, Unity with Nature, care for our bodies.  (Much more common among Friends in England, New Zealand & Australia.)

· Struggle against violence towards women

· Ending Use of Physical Restraints (in care of the elderly) - Friends life-care communities & nursing homes have led the way in pioneering alternatives.  

· Violence towards the environment (treating all creation with deep respect just as other people)

Reflection questions:
· What approach do you think the Meeting should take to a member who is joining the military?

· Should our children be playing with war toys?  Violent games?  Watching media with violent content?

· What attitudes or institutions do you see as holding the seeds of war in our society?  In our own lives?

· Do the affluent (by world standards) lifestyles of U.S. Friends contradict our testimony against war?

· Where did the peace movement go?  What can Friends do to witness more actively to peace today?

“A Perspective on the Peace Testimony”, by John Andrew Gallery, in the Nov. 2002 issue of Friends Journal.  Available online at:  http://www.friendsjournal.org/contents/2002/11november/feature.html  (We will make some copies available for those who request it.)

Faith & Practice: a book of Christian discipline.  (Philadelphia, PA : Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, 1997):  Extracts # 215-24 (pp. 151-5) & 230.  Also: pp. 76-9.  Query #8 (pg. 211). 

Bible roots: Isaiah 11:6-9 (peaceable kingdom), Micah 4:2-4 (swords into plowshares), Matt 5:38-48 (love your enemies), 26:51-2 (resisting Jesus’ arrest), Romans 12: 9-21 (cited by Barclay), James 4: 1-3 (cited by Fox in 1651 & in Declaration of 1660).  See also: Matt. 10:34-9 (bringing a sword, not peace), 21:12-13 (cleansing the temple), 22:15-22 (paying taxes), Romans 13 (obeying authorities).

Additional reading 

Steve Smith, Living in Virtue, Declaring Against War: The Spiritual Roots of the Peace Testimony (Pendle Hill Pamphlet #378)
The Declaration of 1660 in the Journal of George Fox (page 398-403 in the Nickalls edition)

Barclay’s Apology Proposition XV, paragraph XIII.
Woolman’s Journal.  Chapter 5.

Howard Brinton, Friends for 300 Years, pp.151-5 (on Quaker work to reform prisons and mental hospitals). 

Wallace Collett, “Pay Thy Taxes as Long as Thou Canst”.  Chap. 14 in Friends Face the World.
Friends & the Vietnam War: Papers & Presentations from a Gathering for Reconciliation, Reappraisal & Looking Ahead, ed. by Chuck Fager, Pendle Hill, 1998.

Many Pendle Hill Pamphlets including A.J. Muste, “Of Holy Obedience” Pendle Hill Pamphlet #64 (available online). 

Robert Hillegass, Nonviolence on Trial, Pendle Hill Pamphlet #274.

John Andrew Gallery, Reflections from a Prayer Vigil for Peace, Pendle Hill Pamphlet #358.
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[After Fox had been in Darby jail for several months] …they filled the House of Corrections with persons that they had taken up to be soldiers and then they would have had me to be captain of them to go forth to Worcester fight and the soldiers cried they would have none but me.  So the keeper of the House of Correction was commanded to bring me up before the Commissioners and soldiers in the market place; and there they proffered me that preferment because of my virtue [valor]…and asked me if I would not take up arms for the Commonwealth against the King.  But I told them I lived in the virtue of that life and power that took away the occasion of all wars, and I knew from whence all wars did rise, from the lust according to James’s doctrine…I told them I was come into the covenant of peace which was before wars….

George Fox, 1651
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There is no security except in creating situations in which people do not want to harm you.  This is a difficult truth for most people to face, but the difficulty is more emotional than rational or scientific.  “If thine enemy hunger, feed him,” is not only Christian teaching, but it is profound wisdom, for the best way of getting rid of an enemy is to convert him into a friend.  Feeding in this sense does not mean, necessarily, shipping food; it may mean applying science to create local production that he may have both subsistence and self-respect.  Whence come the qualities which enable men to tackle so hard and bold a task?  We know that they are latent in all men, that they have been manifest in the pursuit of science, and that they respond to cultivation.  We know too that religion, in the universal sense of human aspiration that is above sect or creed or any other dividing influence, constitutes a fertile soil in which the best that is in men may grow.  It is expressed in many ways, but those who feel a deep loyalty as citizens of the Kingdom of God have an impelling reason to serve their fellow men.

James G. Vail, 1953
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The foundations of Quaker pacifism are religious.  We fully recognize the value of the intuitive recognition of the evil of coercive violence in the individual and national life.  The sense of the contrast between the way of war and the way of love shown us in the life of Jesus Christ has compelling force.  It is also enlightening to think of pacifism as a corollary of the fundamental Quaker postulate of the Divine Spark in every human being.  This fundamental Quaker postulate lays on us the obligation to consider and cherish every human being.  It follows, for those who accept the postulate, that they cannot do to human beings the things that war involves.  It may follow that they become aware that other sorts of human relations are also evil, such as slavery, economic injustice, inferior status for women, and the results of the traffic in narcotics….

Quaker pacifism is an obligation, not a promise.  We are not guaranteed that it will be safe.  We are sure that it is right.  We desire to make our individual decisions in harmony with it, and to help our fellows to do so.

Friends Peace Committee,

Philadelphia Yearly Meeting (Race Street), 1940
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We have to take responsibility in our own countries for the trade in weapons, which will continue unless we intensify our actions against it.  Let us do this together as an international body.  Let us picture where Jesus Christ would be in this matter.  What would he be saying about the trade in weapons?  …
Quakers have often taken on a prophetic role in the past.  We should be glad of the example of the slave abolitionists and remember their strength, their courage, their witness, and do likewise now.

Jo Vallentine, 1991
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Once the horrible inhuman and ungodly war had started, the consequences could not be avoided.  That is why I’m writing to you so seriously tonight.  I believe that my generation can keep peace for awhile, if we work at it hard enough; but your generation must not forget the capacity for destruction that exists in man, and must somehow see that neither you nor your children face this again.  I don’t want your sons, if you have any, to look upon the sight that I saw today, or on even worse sights which another war may bring with improved technical means of killing and maiming the bodies and souls of other men.

In order to accomplish that, you, I, and everyone else who believes in the Christian ideals by which we supposedly live must get into the political race and fight for right, even though it inconveniences each of us and interferes with the things we want to do.

Walter C. Michaels, 1945
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To become a nonviolent society, a basic change we need to make is in the way we think.  We need to stop dividing people, ideas, situations, countries, etc. into separate categories while failing to recognize their interconnectedness.  We need to seek resolutions of conflict that result in all sides “winning” rather than in one side winning and the other losing.  The changes needed are fundamental, and all of us need to reflect on how we might be contributing to a violent culture….

Deb Sawyer, 1987
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We gladly pay the civilian part of our taxes, but many have reached a point in their conscience which prevents or makes difficult the payment of the military portion.

We warmly approve of people following their conscience, and openly approve civil disobedience in this matter under Divine compulsion.  We ask all to consider carefully the implications of paying taxes that relate to war-making.

Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, 1970
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In a world which desires the fruit but does not understand the root of the peace testimony, we who would live this witness must take care not to succumb to the notion that the fruit can exist independent of the root.

Sandra Cronk, c.1983
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This meeting fervently recommends to the deep attention of all our members, that they be religiously guarded against approving or showing the least connivance at war, either by attending at or viewing military operations, or in any wise encouraging the unstable deceitful spirit of party, by joining with political devices or associations, however speciously disguised under the ensnaring subtleties commonly attendant thereon; but that they sincerely labour to experience a settlement on the alone sure foundation of the pure unchangeable truth, whereby, through the prevalence of unfeigned Christian love and good will to men, we may convincingly demonstrate that the kingdom we seek is not of this world: A kingdom and government whose subjects are free indeed, redeemed from those captivating lusts from whence come wars and fightings.

As we are called out of wars and fightings, so let them be as seldom as possible the subjects of our conversations; but let an holy care rest upon us, to abide in that power which gives dominion over the hopes and fears that arise from the concerns of an unstable world, which tend, as they are admitted into the mind, to lessen the trust on that rock which is immovable.

Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, 1806
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We totally oppose all wars, all preparation for war, all use of weapons and coercion by force, and all military alliances: no end could ever justify such means.

We equally and actively oppose all that leads to violence among people and nations, and violence to other species and to our planet.

This has been our testimony to the whole world for over three centuries.

We are not naïve or ignorant about the complexity of our modern world and the impact of sophisticated technologies—but we see no reason whatsoever to change or weaken our vision of the peace that everyone needs in order to survive and flourish on a healthy, abundant earth.

The primary reason for this stand is our conviction that there is that of God in every one which makes each person too precious to damage or destroy.

While someone lives, there is always the hope of reaching that of God within them: such hope motivates our search to find nonviolent resolution of conflict….

There is no guarantee that our resistance will be any more successful or any less risky than military tactics.  At least our means will be suited to our end.

If we seemed to fail finally, we would still rather suffer and die than inflict evil in order to save ourselves and what we hold dear.

If we succeed, there is no loser or winner, for the problem that led to conflict will have been resolved in a spirit of justice and tolerance.

Such a resolution is the only guarantee that there will be no further outbreak of war when each side has regained strength….

The places to begin acquiring the skills and maturity and generosity to avoid or to resolve conflicts are in our own homes, our personal relationships, our schools, our workplaces, and wherever decisions are made.

We must relinquish the desire to own other people, to have power over them, and to force our views on to them.  We must own up to our own negative side and not look for scapegoats to blame, punish, or exclude.  We must resist the urge towards waste and the accumulation of possessions.

Conflicts are inevitable and must not be repressed or ignored but worked through painfully and carefully.  We must develop the skills of being sensitive to oppression and grievances, sharing power in decision making, creating consensus, and making reparation.

In speaking out, we acknowledge that we ourselves are as limited and as erring as anyone else.  When put to the test, we each may fall short.

We do not have a blueprint for peace….  In any particular situation, a variety of personal decisions could be made with integrity.

We may disagree with the views and actions of the politician or the soldier who opts for a military solution, but we still respect and cherish that person.

What we call for in this statement is a commitment to make the building of peace a priority and to make opposition to war absolute.

What we advocate is not uniquely Quaker but human and, we believe, the will of God.  Our stand does not belong to Friends alone—it is yours by birthright….

[L]et us reject the clamour of fear and listen to the whisperings of hope.

Aotearoa/New Zealand Yearly Meeting, 1987
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Wealth is attended with power, by which bargains and proceedings contrary to universal righteousness are supported; and here oppression, carried on with worldly policy and order, clothes itself with the name of justice and becomes like a seed of discord in the soil.  And as this spirit which wanders from the pure habitation prevails, so the seeds of war swell and sprout and grow and become strong until much fruit is ripened.  Thus cometh the harvest….  Spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, which is “a heap in the day of grief, and of desparate sorrow.” O that we who declare against wars, and acknowledge our trust to be in God only, may walk in the Light and therein examine our… motives in holding great estates!  May we look upon our treasures… and try whether the seeds of war have any nourishment in these our possessions.

John Woolman, c. 1764



8. Peace

How does our Meeting act to advance peace, to oppose violence, and to support the constructive use of authority in our community, our nation, and the world?

What are we doing as a Meeting:

· to free our nation from militarization, so evident in our society and in its economy?

· to understand the causes of war and violence and to work for the development of the attitudes and institutions of peace?

· to recognize and correct the causes of violence within our communities, and to work toward overcoming separations and restoring wholeness?

· to increase the understanding and use of nonviolent approaches for the resolution of conflicts?

Do I live in the power of that Life and Spirit that takes away the occasion of all wars?
How do I maintain Friends’ testimony that military training and all participation in war and its preparation are inconsistent with the teaching and the spirit of Christ?
Do I work for the establishment of alternative ways of settling disputes?  Am I aware that to build a world community requires that we all face our differences honestly, openly, and in trust?
Do I treat conflict as an opportunity for growth, and address it with careful attention?  Do I seek to recognize and respect the Divine in those with whom I have a basic disagreement?  Do I look for ways to reaffirm in action and attitude my love for the one with whom I am in conflict?


Bible roots: 
Isaiah 11:6-9 (peaceable kingdom), Micah 4:2-4 (swords into plowshares), Matt 5:38-48 (love your enemies), 26:51-52 (resisting Jesus’ arrest), Romans 12: 9-21 (cited by Barclay), James 4: 1-3 (cited by Fox in 1651 & in Declaration of 1660).  See also: Matt. 10:34-9 (bringing a sword, not peace), 21:12-13 (cleansing the temple), 22:15-22 (paying taxes), Romans 13 (obeying authorities).

Isaiah 11:6-9

6 The wolf shall live with the lamb,
   the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
   and a little child shall lead them. 
7 The cow and the bear shall graze,
   their young shall lie down together;
   and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
   and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
9 They will not hurt or destroy
   on all my holy mountain;
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord
   as the waters cover the sea. 

Micah 4:2-4


2   and many nations shall come and say:
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
   to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
   and that we may walk in his paths.’
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
   and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
3 He shall judge between many peoples,
   and shall arbitrate between strong nations far away;
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares,
   and their spears into pruning-hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
   neither shall they learn war any more; 
4 but they shall all sit under their own vines and under their own fig trees,
   and no one shall make them afraid;
   for the mouth of the Lord of hosts has spoken. 

Matt 5:38-48

Concerning Retaliation

38 ‘You have heard that it was said, “An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.” 39But I say to you, Do not resist an evildoer. But if anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other also; 40and if anyone wants to sue you and take your coat, give your cloak as well; 41and if anyone forces you to go one mile, go also the second mile. 42Give to everyone who begs from you, and do not refuse anyone who wants to borrow from you. 

Love for Enemies

43 ‘You have heard that it was said, “You shall love your neighbour and hate your enemy.” 44But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45so that you may be children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. 46For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax-collectors do the same? 47And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 48Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 

Matt 26:51-52

51Suddenly, one of those with Jesus put his hand on his sword, drew it, and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. 52Then Jesus said to him, ‘Put your sword back into its place; for all who take the sword will perish by the sword. 

Romans 12: 9-21

Marks of the True Christian

9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honour. 11Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.’ 20No, ‘if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.’ 21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

James 4: 1-3

Friendship with the World

4Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come from your cravings that are at war within you? 2You want something and do not have it; so you commit murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your pleasures. 

Matt. 10:34-39

Not Peace, but a Sword

34 ‘Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 
35 For I have come to set a man against his father,
and a daughter against her mother,
and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 
36 and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. 
37Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; 38and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 

Matt. 21:12-13

Jesus Cleanses the Temple

12 Then Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who were selling and buying in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who sold doves. 13He said to them, ‘It is written,
“My house shall be called a house of prayer”;
   but you are making it a den of robbers.’ 

Matt. 22:15-22

The Question about Paying Taxes

15 Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said. 16So they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, ‘Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. 17Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?’ 18But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, ‘Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 19Show me the coin used for the tax.’ And they brought him a denarius. 20Then he said to them, ‘Whose head is this, and whose title?’ 21They answered, ‘The emperor’s.’ Then he said to them, ‘Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.’ 22When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away. 

Romans 13

Being Subject to Authorities

13Let every person be subject to the governing authorities; for there is no authority except from God, and those authorities that exist have been instituted by God. 2Therefore whoever resists authority resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgement. 3For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Do you wish to have no fear of the authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive its approval; 4for it is God’s servant for your good. But if you do what is wrong, you should be afraid, for the authority does not bear the sword in vain! It is the servant of God to execute wrath on the wrongdoer. 5Therefore one must be subject, not only because of wrath but also because of conscience. 6For the same reason you also pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, busy with this very thing. 7Pay to all what is due to them—taxes to whom taxes are due, revenue to whom revenue is due, respect to whom respect is due, honour to whom honour is due. 

Love for One Another

8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, ‘You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet’; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ 10Love does no wrong to a neighbour; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 

An Urgent Appeal

11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armour of light; 13let us live honourably as in the day, not in revelling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarrelling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
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THE FIFTEENTH PROPOSITION

Concerning Salutations and Recreations, &c.
§XIII. Sixthly, The last thing to be considered is revenge and war, an evil as opposite and contrary to the Spirit and doctrine of Christ as Light to darkness.  For as is manifest by what is said, through contempt of Christ’s law the whole world is filled with various oaths, cursings, blasphemous profanations, and horrid perjuries; so likewise through contempt of the same law the world is filled with violence, oppression, murders, ravishing of women and virgins, spoilings, depredations, burnings, vastations, and all manner of lasciviousness and cruelty; so that it is strange that men made after the Image of God should have so much degenerated that they rather bear the image and nature of roaring lions, tearing tigers, devouring wolves, and raging boars than of rational creatures endued with reason: and is it not yet much more admirable that this horrid monster should find place and be fomented among those men that profess themselves disciples of our peaceable Lord & Master, Jesus Christ, who by excellency is called the Prince of Peace and hath expressly prohibited his children all violence, and on the contrary commanded them that according to his example they should follow patience, charity, forbearance, and other virtues worthy of a Christian.

Hear then what this great Prophet saith, whom every soul is commanded to hear under the pain of being cut off (Matt. 5:38 to the end of the chapter).  For thus he saith: “Ye have heard that it hath been said, an eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.  But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also.  And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloak also.  And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain.  Give to him that asketh thee; and from him that would borrow of thee turn not thou away.  Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbor and hate thine enemy: But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you and persecute you.  That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil, and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just, and on the unjust.  For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye?  Do not even the publicans the same?  And if ye salute your brethren only, what do you more than others?  Do not even the publicans so?  Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.”
These words with a respect to revenge, as the former in the case of swearing, do forbid some things which were formerly lawful to the Jews, considering their condition and dispensation, and command unto such as will be the disciples of Christ, a more perfect, eminent, and full signification of charity, as also patience and suffering, than was required of them in that time, state, and dispensation by the Law of Moses.  This is not only the judgment of most, if not all, the ancient Fathers, so called, of the first three hundred years after Christ, but also of many others, and in general of all those who have rightly understood and propagated the law of Christ concerning swearing, as appears from Justin Martyr in Dialog.  cum Tryph. ejusdemque Apolog. 2. Item, ad Zenam. Tertull., de Corona Militis. It., Apolog. cap. 21 & 37. It., lib. de Idolol. c. 17-19. It., ad Scapulam. cap. 1. It., adversus Jud., cap. 7 and 9. It., adv. Gnost. 13. It., adv. Marc. c. 4. It., lib. de patientia. c. 6.10. Orig. cont. Celsum, lib. 3,5,8. It., in Josuam, hom. 12 cap. 9. It., in Matt. cap. 26. Tract. 36. Cyprian, Epist. 56. It., ad Cornel. Lactan. de just. lib. 5. c. 18: lib. 6, c. 20. Ambr., in Luc. 22. Chrysostom, in Matt. 5, hom. 18. It., in Matt. 26, hom. 85. It., lib. 2. de sacerdotio. It., 1 Cor. 13. Chromatius, in Matt. 5. Jerome, ad. Ocean. It., lib. Epist. p. 3. Tom. 1. Ep. 2. Athan., de Inc. Verb. Dei. Cyril Alex., lib. 11. in Johan. cap. 25-26. Yea Augustine, although he vary much in this matter, notwithstanding in these places he did condemn fighting: Epist. 158-160. It., ad. Judices, Epist. 263. It., ad. Darium, & lib. 21. It., ad. Faustum., cap. 76, lib. 22, de Civit. ad. Marc. cap. 6, as Sylburgius relates. Euthym., in Matt. 26. and among others of this last7 age Erasmus in Luc. cap. 3 and 22. Ludov. Vives, in Introd. ad. Sap. J. Ferus, lib. 4. Comment in Matt. 7. & Luc. 22.

From hence it appears that there is so great a connection betwixt these two precepts of Christ, that, as they were uttered and commanded by him at one and the same time, so the same way they were received by men of all ages, not only in the first promulgation, by the little number of the disciples, but also after the Christians increased in the first three hundred years, even so also in the apostasy the one was not left and rejected without the other, and now again in the restitution and renewed preaching of the eternal Gospel, they are acknowledged as eternal and unchangeable laws, properly belonging to the evangelical state and perfection thereof, from which if any withdraw, he falls short of the perfection of a Christian man.

And truly the words are so clear in themselves, that in my judgment, they need no illustration to explain their sense: for it is more easy to reconcile the greatest contradictions as these laws of our Lord Jesus Christ with the wicked practices of wars, for they are plainly inconsistent.  Whoever can reconcile this, “Resist not evil,” with “Resist violence by force”; again, “Give also thy other cheek,” with “strike again”; also “Love thine enemies,” with “spoil them, make a prey of them, pursue them with fire and sword,” or, “pray for those that persecute you, and those that calumniate you,” with “persecute them by fines, imprisonments, and death itself, and not only such, as do not persecute you, but who heartily seek and desire your eternal and temporal welfare”; whoever, I say, can find a means to reconcile these things may be supposed also to have found a way to reconcile God with the devil, Christ with Antichrist, Light with darkness, and good with evil. But if this be impossible, as indeed it is impossible, so will also the other be impossible, and men do but deceive themselves and others while they boldly adventure to establish such absurd and impossible things.
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