Ministry and Counsel Report to Meeting
Concord Monthly Meeting
August 2020
Planning for the year

1.We are asked to engage with the Apology to Indigenous People and Call to Action, as read at
New England Yearly Meeting including engaging with our local tribe. Sara will meet with local
leaders and see if they might come to a Zoom with us. We hope to offer an introduction as
Fourth Sunday this month and also have several other parts throughout the year. We hope to
add to the resources on our website. Some resources now there are: the NHPR Podcasts of the
programs about the Hannah Duston Monument and Repudiating the Doctrine of Discovery
https://www.concordfriendsmeeting.org/RepudiatingTheDoctrineOfDiscovery

We would like to have a watch party for the movie Dawnland as well to have Denise Altvater,
from AFSC-ME program, meet with us. We also have some info on Indian Boarding Schools
already posted on our website, which we will add to.

Fourth Sunday, August: This month we will begin with reading Apology to Indigenous People
(attached and sent out by email out ahead of time) at 11:30 Aug 23 with some discussion
ending at noon so we can share what we are thinking and what would help our understanding
as well as how we want to organize the year. This apology is being reviewed throughout the
monthly meetings in New England before coming back for approval in the 2021 annual sessions.

At some point we intend to continue our work on being anti-racist as individuals and as a
community. TBD

2.NEYM Bible Half Hours on Eco Theology — Listen and Reflect. There are five of these
approximately half hour recordings in which Cherise Bock, Quaker minister from Oregon,
explains beautifully an ecological view of creation. We decided to offer this series at two times
with the understanding that people can listen on their own as well. We suggest listening
beforehand each time. Ruth will lead a session on Sunday mornings at 9am , with discussion at
9:30-10am. Mark will convene another during the week, in an evening and will negotiate a
time. These will begin in September. https://neym.org/2020-sessions

3. Mark is offering Quakerism 201 Several Friends have requested Mark to offer a
Quakerism 201 course, which focuses on the testimonies. Anyone interested in
attending is invited to contact Mark.

4. Fellowship: We would like to have a socially distanced canoe trip. Possibly the Saturday after
Labor Day. Interested people should talk with Sara.

NEYM Apology to Native Americans


https://www.concordfriendsmeeting.org/RepudiatingTheDoctrineOfDiscovery
https://neym.org/2020-sessions

To the Algonquian peoples of the Northeast who continue among us: the Abenaki, Mahican, Maliseet, Massachusett, Mi’kmagq,
Mohegan, Narragansett. Nipmuck, Passamaquoddy, Pennacook, Penobscot, Pequot, Pocumtuc, Quinnipiac, Tunzis, and
Wampa- noag,

Apology

As participants in European colonization and as continuing beneficiaries of that colonization, Quakers have participated
in a great and continuing injustice. For too long and in too many ways, we as a faith community have failed to honor that
of God in you, the original peoples of these lands, and in doing so betrayed that of God in ourselves. We are deeply sorry
for the suffering we caused in the past and continue to cause in the present. Today we acknowledge that injustice and
apologize.

We acknowledge that Quakers participated in and benefit- ed greatly from the colonization effort which stole your land
and displaced your ancestors and caused genocide and sought cultural erasure. We know that the injustice of
displacement and disrespect continues. We also see the ways that we con- tinue to benefit from broken treaties and
genocidal policies. We have much work to do to attain right relationship.

We are sorry for our advocacy of the “Indian Industrial Boarding Schools,” which we now recognize was done with
spiritual and cultural arrogance. Quakers were among the strongest promoters of this policy and managed over 30
schools for Indian children, mostly boarding schools, during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. We are deeply sorry
for our part in the vast suffering caused by this system and its effects.

On behalf of New England Quakers, in particular those of us with European ancestry, we offer this apology. We commit to
continuing our efforts to learn, to see more clearly the im- plications of settler colonialism in our own lives, and to work
toward right relationship. We hold ourselves open to sugges- tions and to dialogue, holding no expectations of you. We
will continue to pray for guidance and to seek divine assistance in the transformation we know is needed within each of
us, and in the world.

[Signature on approval]

Cherice Bock

Cherice (Eichenberger) Bock grew up a Friend in Oregon, attending Newberg
Unprogrammed Meeting of Friends and Newberg Friends Church as a child and youth.
Although born into a Quaker family, she became a “convinced" Friend in middle school
when she experienced the constant presence of God, and further deepened her
commitment to Friends in high school as she learned the stories of courageous, loving,
and justice-oriented people in Friends history. In college at George Fox University, she
felt drawn to ministry roles with children and youth, often serving at youth camps. She
spent a summer working with children at Quaker Cottage in Belfast, Northern Ireland,
the parents of whom were involved in paramilitary groups in the Protestant-Catholic
conflict. This experience influenced her to major in psychology. Cherice was on the
Friends Youth Executive Committee in college, and served as clerk for a year. After she

graduated and she and Joel Bock married, they worked for a year at Twin Rocks



Friends Camp, initiating the internship program. During this year, Cherice felt a strong
call to ministry.

Cherice then served as youth ministry intern at Newberg Friends and Northwest
Yearly Meeting (NWYM), then served for a year as Peace Education Coordinator for
NWYM. While in that role, she visited 37 Friends meetings/churches, and spoke or led
workshops at Friends camps and conferences around the region. In 2005, Cherice and
Joel acted as full group gathering coordinators for the World Gathering of Young
Friends in Lancaster, England. Cherice felt drawn to continue working in areas of
direct ministry, activism, and education related to social justice as an expression of her
faith; however, she felt she needed more formal training in these areas.

In 2005, Cherice and Joel moved to Princeton, New Jersey, where Cherice pursued her
master of divinity degree. Among other reasons, Cherice chose to attend Princeton
because a) it would help expand her theological understanding beyond Quakerism,
and b) she could be trained for future ministry in both academic and pastoral fields.
During seminary, Cherice did pastoral internships at West Hills Friends and North
Valley Friends while on summer breaks and a year-long field experience. The Bocks
welcomed their first child, and they became members at North Valley.

Cherice clerked the NWYM Peace Education Subcommittee starting in 2010, and
created Peace Month materials for all NWYM congregations each January from 2010-
2017. The Bocks were involved in leadership at youth camps almost every summer
from 1999-2014, providing leadership in worship, class teaching, eldering, and other
roles. In the last decade, Cherice has preached, taught classes, served as assistant
clerk, and provided leadership in other ways at North Valley Friends. The Bock family
gained a second child.

Cherice continued her discernment regarding the most important social justice issue
of our time, and her particular calling to ministry. Feeling drawn to academia, Cherice
worked as adjunct faculty at George Fox University and Portland Seminary starting in
2011, teaching courses related to spirituality and social justice, mystics, the Bible and
church history, and creation care. Her particular sense of calling became clearer as she
began to learn more about environmental concerns, climate change, and
environmental injustice, and this concern has formed the focus of her ministry and
sense of calling since 2008. She has spoken at a number of meetings for worship on
this topic, written extensively relating to creation care, and served as a scholar-in-
residence at Reedwood Friend and Berkeley Friends, speaking on this topic. She is
almost finished with a PhD in environmental studies, and is co-editing a book

entitled Quakers, Creation Care, and Sustainability, which will be released in June 2019.



She is supported by a Traveling Minute from North Valley Friends relating to her
concern about the environment.

. As NWYM became more and more divided, Cherice worked to hold the community
together, attempting to speak truth and remind Friends of our shared community and
love for Christ. When the split happened, Cherice felt prompted to step up and provide
leadership for the newly emerging Sierra-Cascades Yearly Meeting, agreeing to serve
as co-clerk in the summer of 2017 (and continuing until the present). While Cherice's
ministry is not (currently) as a released pastor, she feels called to serve Friends in
myriad ways, from teaching to writing to speaking to clerking, building networks
among different types of Friends, and across interdenominational and interfaith
groups, particularly relating to concerns around the environment. Quakers are her
home and her people, and she feels honored that Friends chose to record her as a

minister.



